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Abstract
This presentation explores the multi-level relationships between competitiveness, productivity, prosperity, and ‘success’ in clusters, 
regions, and nations along with the range of factors underpinning them; using the EU as its empirical context. Starting with clusters, 
as one of the lowest levels of meaningful economic differentiation, the case of the successful Linköping ICT cluster in the highly 
productive and competitive but not highly prosperous Östra Mellansverige region of Sweden is considered. Reporting its critical 
success factors along with the set of ‘objects’ and relations underpinning its success. Advancing to higher levels of geographical 
resolution, the World Economic Forum and the EU understanding of national and regional competitiveness are introduced 
respectively along with the pivotal role of productivity. Their underpinning factors are reported and the longitudinal patterns of the 
UK competitiveness (for the 1995-2018 period) is used as an example to raise some key questions about the relative and ephemeral 
nature of such competitiveness measures and understandings. The presentation then deepens into issues of EU regional 
productivity and longitudinal labour productivity patterns in particular. The case of Italy rich in successful clusters (‘industrial 
districts’ in the local vernacular) but rather weak in regional and national productivity, competitiveness, and prosperity is used as 
an illustration of the differences between the aforementioned concepts. The generalisation of this relationship is then depicted 
across all EU regions. This allows the identification of important national differences in the transformation of regional productivity 
into prosperity. The presentation concludes with some important implications for theory, policy, and practice.
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